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his characteristic manner he took a large map and marked with
different colours the basins of the rivers in the centre of India,
denoting the several water-systems which might be utilized by
means of engineering works. He also explained to me the
merits of the Godavery scheme which will be mentioned hereafter.

In those days there had been only one railway opened in the
Madras Presidency, namely that which ran from Madras on the
Coromandel coast across the peninsula to Beypur on the Mala-
bar coast. This railway passed near the base of the Mysore
plateau, and I determined to visit Mysore and thence proceed
to Bellary in the ceded districts already mentioned.

Bangalore was the European station on the Mysore plateau
where the troops were cantoned. It was also the residence of
the Commissioner (then Mr. C. B. Saunders) who was managing
the territory on behalf of the Eaja. Many years previously
internal troubles, caused by misrule, had compelled the British
Government to assume charge of the administration. Adequate
allowances from the treasury of the State were made to main-
tain the household and court of the Eaja, who lived at Mysore,
some sixty miles from Bangalore. I went in company with
Mr.-Saunders to pay my respects to His Highness. Arrived
at the palace we passed through a noble hall of audience with
the pillars and arches which are shewn in the background of
the historic picture representing the youthful Eaja as he
received investiture from the British delegates when being
placed on the throne of his ancestors after the capture of
Seringapatam and the death of Tippoo Saib. That scene must
have appealed most forcibly to the sentiments of Hindus, who
regarded Tippoo the Muhammadan iconoclast and his sacri-
legious myrmidons with that sort of fear which villagers feel
for the man-eating tiger. The East India Company, having,
vanquished Tippoo by operations redounding to its fame as a
military power, sought out the heir of the ancient dynasty which
the Muhammadans had displaced, in order to set him on the
aucestral throne. Seldom has a fairer prospect presented itself
to an Indian youth than that which opened out before the Kaja
OIL the auspicious' day of his enthronement. But though fairly